FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

-REGENTS’ TEST POLICY-

WHAT IS THE REGENTS’ TEST?
The Regents’ Test is an examination to assess the competency level in reading and
writing of all degree-seeking students enrolled in undergraduate programs in the
University System of Georgia institutions.

WHEN SHOULD A STUDENT TAKE THE REGENTS’ TEST?
Beginning students should take the Regents’ Test during the semester in which they are
enrolled in ENGL 1102.

ARE THERE ANY EXCEPTIONS?
Students with SAT-I Verbal scores of at least 510 or ACT Reading scores of at least 23
will be considered to have fulfilled the reading comprehension requirement of the
Regents' Test and do not need to take the reading portion of the Regents' Test. Scores
must be from a national administration of the SAT or ACT. (Scores from institutional
SAT or residual ACT tests will not be acceptable for this purpose.)

Students with College Board Advanced Placement (AP) English scores of at least 3,
International Baccalaureate (IB) higher-level English scores of at least 4, or SAT II
English Writing scores of at least 650 will be considered as having fulfilled the essay
requirement of the Regents' Test and do not need to take the essay portion of the Regents'
Test. (There is no implication that such students should be given any course credit or
exemption from English.)

Students with SAT-I Verbal scores of at least 530 or ACT English scores of at least 23
and a grade of 'A' in ENGL 1101 or SAT-I Verbal scores of at least 590 or ACT English
scores of at least 26 and a grade of 'B' in ENGL 1101 will be considered as having
fulfilled the essay requirement of the Regents' Test and do not need to take the essay
portion of the Regents' Test. Scores must be from a national administration of the SAT or
ACT. (Scores from the institutional SAT or residual ACT tests will not be acceptable for
this purpose.)

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I AM ADVISING A STUDENT WITH AN “RT” HOLD?
Students who have not taken the Regents’ Test by the first semester of enrollment after
completing 30 semester hours of degree credit will have a “Regents’ Test Hold” placed
on their registration. When the student registers for the next administration of the
Regents' Test, the "Regents' Test Hold" can be bypassed by an advisor to allow the
student to register for classes for the next semester. The student should register for the
Regents’ Test online at: http://www.maconstate.edu/academics/testingcenter.aspx



HOW MANY TIMES CAN A STUDENT WITH LESS THAN FORTY-FIVE EARNED
HOURS TAKE THE REGENTS’ TEST?
Students with fewer than forty-five semester hours who do not pass the Regents’ Test
may retake the test once without remediation, except that students with fewer than forty-
five semester hours having at least a B in both English 1101 and English 1102 may retake
the test twice without remediation.

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I AM ADVISING A STUDENT WITH AN “RR” AND/OR
“RW” REGENTS’ REMEDIATION HOLD?
Students who have not taken or passed both parts of the test by the time they have earned
forty-five semester credit hours must take remediation for both the writing and
reading each semester of enrollment until they have passed both parts. These
students are not permitted to take reading remediation one semester and essay
remediation the following semester.

ARE THERE ANY CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH A STUDENT WHO NEEDS
BOTH REMEDIATION COURSES CAN TAKE ONLY ONE IN A SEMESTER?
The only exception is for part-time students taking one remedial course and no more
than one degree credit course in a semester.

WHAT IS THE REQUIRED READING REMEDIATION COURSE?
Students who do not pass the reading portion of the Regents’ Test and have at least forty-
five semester hours of academic degree credit may not retake the Regents’ Test until they
have subsequently registered for credit in RGTR 0198 (Advanced Reading Skills) and
obtained the signature of the reading instructor certifying that these students have attained
a degree of reading proficiency approximating that required by the Regents’ Test.

WHAT IS THE REQUIRED WRITING REMEDIATION COURSE?
Students who do not pass the writing portion of the Regents’ Test and have at least forty-
five semester hours of academic degree credit may not retake the Regents’ Test until they
have taken RGTE 0199 (Writing Laboratory) for credit and obtained the signature of
their RGTE 0199 instructor certifying that these students have attained a degree of
writing proficiency approximating that required by the Regents’ Test.

WHAT ABOUT TRANSFER STUDENTS?
All transfer students are subject to the Regents’ Test policy:

A transfer student from within the system is subject to the standard Regents’ Test policy.

Transfer students with thirty or more semester credit hours transferring from outside the
System or from a System program that does not require the Regents’ Test should take the
test during their first semester of enrollment at Macon State College. Students who have
not passed both parts of the test before the third semester of enrollment at Macon State
College are subject to the same remediation requirements previously outlined. Having
passed the Regents’ Test is not a condition of admission to MSC. While both the reading
and writing section of the Regents’ Test must be passed, they need not be passed
simultaneously. Once a section is passed, it need not be retaken; this provision is
retroactive to the beginning of the Regents’ Test program.



